
Answer Sheet for Pre Test for the COMMUNION OF SAINTS STRAND YR 1 

Teacher’s Please Note – you will find all of these answers in the Teacher’s Notes 

Key Concept 1 – Mary’s role as the Mother of God (L1-3) 

1) Mary’s son is Jesus   
  

2) Joseph’s wife is Mary    
 

3)  Mary’s special prayer is the Hail Mary             
 

4) Hail Mary full of grace the Lord is with you. Blessed are you among women 
and blessed is the fruit of your womb, Jesus. Holy Mary mother of God 
pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our death. Amen               

 
5) Mary and Joseph cared for Jesus  

by feeding and clothing him,  keeping him safe,  
telling him stories,    playing with him 
and all the ways your family cares for you.   

 
6) Mary taught Jesus  

    what to do at the temple,   how to pray,  
    the right things to do,   how to look after himself  
    all the things your mother teaches you.    

 
7) Joseph taught Jesus     

how to make things from wood  how to read and write 
games to play with other children respect for the Old Testament 

    all the things your mother teaches you.    
 

Key Concept 2 Mary’s holiness - the tapu and mana given her by God (Lessons 4-5) 

8) Mary was holy because    

She was made in the image and likeness of God 
She was chosen to be the mother of God’s only Son, Jesus 
 

 

 

 



Summary of the Information from the Pre Test to Guide the Teaching of 
the COMMUNION OF SAINTS Strand Year 2 

Teacher’s Name ______________________ Date ________ 
Key Concept 1 – The virtues of holiness in the lives of the saints and ways to 
celebrate their lives (Lessons 1-3 & 6 

1) Saints  
  are good people who try hard all the time to do what God wants        
  do ordinary things extraordinarily well  
 find things hard to do as we do 

the Holy Spirit shares God’s holiness, tapu and mana with people who are 
Saints 
are very loving people who do good everywhere 
love God very much and God is very important to them 
love others because they love God 
 

2) Saints children might know 
Joseph, Mary, Patrick, Catherine, Teresa, Thomas, John, James, 
Francis, Anne, Paul, Peter, Michael, Mark,  
 

3) Saints are holy because 
 They struggle hard to be good people 

Their love for God shines through them and helps others to love God 
 They are strong and brave and they don’t give up 
 They forget about themselves and think of others 
 They are very good at praying and listening to the Holy Spirit 
 They always tell the truth and they speak out when something is wrong 
 They make Jesus’ message fit the time and place of their lives 
 They follow Jesus in their own special way 
 
4) The reasons why people became Saints   
 See ideas in item No 3 above 
 They try to live very close to God 
 They follow the promptings of the Holy Spirit 
 They show caring and concern for others 
 They get strength from God to do what God wants 
 The way they live their lives helps to lead others to God 
 
5) Pictures of Saints children knew - see list above in item No 2 
 
6) Ways people celebrate Saints’ lives   



 By remembering them and telling the story of their life 
 By sharing in the Eucharist on their feast day 
 By trying to live as they did 
Key Concept 2 – Inspiring people who lead others to God (Lessons 4-5) 

7)Saints are inspiring people because 
 See ideas in Item 1 and Item 4 
 They try to make life better for others 
 They work for the good of others 
 Their mana shines out and inspires others to live as they do 
 
9) Ordinary people can be inspiring people by 

 See ideas in Item 1, Item 4 and Item 7 
           

10 People who inspire others 
 See ideas in Item 1, Item 4 and Item 7 

Parents, grandparents, teachers,  people who try hard,  
people who achieve well   people who help those in trouble 
people who speak the truth    
people who challenge things that are wrong 

  
10)Ways children can become Saints 
 Working hard at school              being a good friend 
 Giving God some time each day     keeping going when things are hard 
 Speaking and behaving gently     using loving words and actions 
 Offering to help        trying new things 
 Encouraging others       cooperating with others 
 Listening to others       reflecting on my behaviour 
 Being happy and cheerful      talking and listening to God 
             
12) Good choices children can make 
 See ideas in Item 10 

 
13) Saints are important because  
 They show us how to live      They are close to God 
 They can pray for us to God             They are models of good ways to live     
 They encourage us to be good people They are ordinary people like us 
 
14) All Saints feast day is celebrated on November 1 
 
 



Summary of the Information from the Pre Test to Guide the Teaching of 
the COMMUNION OF SAINTS Strand Year 3 

Teacher’s Name ______________________ Date ________ 
Key Concept 1 The strength God gives people in sad times (Lessons  1-3) 

1)Examples of sad times in people’s lives are when 
Parents or family members:  
 get sick,     lose their jobs,  
separate or get divorced,  have an accident,  
have arguments,    have problems with their parents or whanau,  
have disappointments,   feel excluded 

 get into debt   pets die of get sick 
 have a friend die   lose their business 
          
2) During these times people feel 
 Sad, lonely, anxious, worried, lost 
3) What you do in sad times to cope 
 Recognise what you are feeling and what is causing it 
 Share your feelings with others and ask them to help you      
 Ask God to give you strength to cope with your sadness 
      
4) In sad times I ask God for 

Strength to help me get though   Hope that all will be well 
People to help me deal with the sadness Trust in those who are helping 

Key Concept 2 - The Christian hope of life after death (L4-5) 
5) Children selected the correct ideas about what happens when people die, from the 
following  

their body and soul separate     their soul keeps living    
their life in their body has come to an end      their soul goes to be with God  
      

6)Children selected the correct ideas about what Christians believe from the following  
That Jesus promised people they would live with him forever,       
People’s bodies and souls die and live no more,                         
In the hope that Jesus offered to all people of eternal life     
 
Key Concept 3 How Catholics say goodbye to those who have died and pray for them (L6-7) 
7) Children speak about things they would see at a funeral        
8) Children identified things Catholic people do to say good bye to someone who has died  
 Pray for the soul of the person who has died         Have a funeral mass for their soul 
 Remember and share all the good things they have done    Thank God for their life  
                                                                                                            
9)Children described what happens on a marae when someone has died    

The person’s body is in the coffin and the people gather round it to keep it company 
and to remember their life.  People share speeches about the person who has died.  
All the person’s ancestors feel close to those who are on the marae and their 
presence brings peace and protection to those who are present.  

 
 



Summary of the Information from the Pre Test to Guide the Teaching of 
the COMMUNION OF SAINTS Strand Year 4 

Teacher’s Name ______________________ Date ________ 
Key Concept 1 – Christian goals and choices on the journey of life – Te Wa (Lessons  1-3) 

1) Children drew a path for the Journey of Life and named the stages people go through on 
this journey and they marked the stage of life they are in at present.  

Babyhood, childhood, adolescence/teenager, adulthood, old age 
2) Children identified a goal they have for their life       

To be very good at something – sport, school work, music, art,   
To have lots of friends  To get married and have children 
To get a good job   To travel overseas 

3) Children identified a choice they make to achieve their goal that Jesus would like 

To think carefully about the consequences of choosing this goal 
To decide if the goal would be good for me and my family 
To think what achieving the goal would mean for my life 
To ask God to guide my choices      

Key Concept 2 The relationship between the choices in life and what happens after death. (L4-7) 

4) Correct choices children make everyday will influence what happens to them after death 
People choose each day the person they become and that decides what will happen to 
them after death      

5) Why it is important to make good choices   
Because of the consequences of people’s choices 
Your choices influence the person you are and will be 
God gives us the grace to make good choices  

6) What helps people to make good choices    
Think about all the options you have before you make your choice 
Think about the consequences of your choice for you and for others 
Think about what Jesus would say about your choice 

7) An example of a good choice for a child their age   
To own up to breaking/taking something  To include someone who is left out 
To be faithful to my jobs at home   To share what you have with others 

8) What children do when they make a bad choice  
Own up, say sorry, ask for forgiveness and make up for it somehow  
recognise the influence of friends on you making a bad choice  
ask God’s forgiveness and for strength to make a better choice next time 

9) Children identified the connection between making good choices in their lives and what 
will happen when they die 
If people have made good choices they will be with God in heaven when they die.  
If people have not always made good choices they will go though purgatory to be ready 
to be with God. If people have never made good choices they will be separated from God 
in hell.            



Summary of the Information from the Pre Test to Guide the Teaching of 
the COMMUNION OF SAINTS Strand Year 5 

Teacher’s Name ______________________ Date _______ 
Key Concept 1- The meaning of the communion of Saints – Te Kotahitanga o Te 
Hunga Tapu(L1) 
1) Who belongs to the Communion of Saints?         
Those in heaven, those on earth and those undergoing purgatory 
2) How is each group related to each other? 

The living members of the Communion of Saints pray to the saints in heaven for 
themselves and for the people who are alive and for the people in purgatory.  
The Saints respond to the prayers of the living by helping them to live good lives. 
The Saints also help those in purgatory.  
The good the Saints have done while on earth can be shared with the living.   
        

Key Concept 2 - The holiness of Saints and inspiring people who encourage others to 
follow Christ by their holiness and witness to the Holy Spirit.  (L2-3) 

3) Inspiring people are helped to become Saints  
They live the values of Jesus by the help of the Holy Spirit working in them  
They become closely connected to God 
They ‘inspire’ others to live the values of Jesus 

4) Saints inspire people to follow Jesus through       
 the good choices they make each day  
 making the Holy Spirit visible to others by demonstrating the fruits of the spirit 
 demonstrating strength and courage and not giving up when things get hard 
being models of love, forgiveness and goodness for people to follow 

Key Concept 3 – Saints are honoured in the Church (L4-5) 

Please note –  

Saints are honoured through veneration and devotion. Only God is adored or worshipped 

5) Catholics pray to Saints and honour them because    
They are holy and close to God 
They take people’s concerns to God and God will attend to them 
Their lives are models of prayerfulness and hope for people to imitate  
By honouring them people can share in the grace and goodness of their lives 
 

6) Children identified someone they know who could become a Saint       
A grandparent or relative, a friend, a teacher 

7) This person could become a Saint because  
They love God and inspire others to do this too 
They pray often and encourage others to do this 
They are close to God and they lead others to God       
They lead ordinary lives extraordinarily well 
They demonstrate the fruits of the spirit and show others how to do this 
     



 Summary of the Information from the Pre Test to Guide the Teaching of 
the COMMUNION OF SAINTS Strand Year 6 

Teacher’s Name ______________________ Date _______ 
 

Key Concept 1 – Scripture stories of Mary, model of Christian discipleship (Lessons  1-4) 
1) Scripture Stories I know about Mary 

The Annunciation – the angel visits Mary,  Luke 1:26-38 
The Visitation – Mary visits Elizabeth, Luke 1:39-56 
The Birth of Jesus – Luke 2:1-20 
The Presentation of Jesus in the Temple, Luke 2:22-38 
Mary and Joseph search for Jesus when he is lost, Luke 2:41-52 
The Wedding feast at Cana when Mary asked Jesus for help, John 2:1-11 
Jesus asks John from the cross to care for Mary, John 19:25-27 
Mary present at Pentecost, Acts 1:12-14, 2:1-4   
 
2) Reasons why Mary is a model of Christian discipleship 
She listened carefully to what God asked of her and did it 

She prayed constantly and reflected in her heart about what was happening 
She was faithful to God throughout her faith journey and is a model for all Christians 
She asked God to show her more clearly what he wanted her to do 
She trusted in God and God worked through her as she grew in holiness   
Key Concept 2- Devotion to Mary in the world and in Aotearoa New Zealand (L5-6)  
3) Devotion means (Please note this is not to be confused with worship which is for God 
alone) 

The honour or special tribute shown to Mary and the Saints 
Special prayers or rituals that honour Mary and the Saints     

4) Some special Devotions to Mary are    
The Hail Mary  The Rosary   The Angelus    
The Magnificat  A Litany to Mary  The Lourdes Hymn 
5) Places of special devotion to Mary  
Lourdes in France in 1858, where Mary appeared to a girl called Bernadette Soubirous 
Fatima in Portugal in 1917, where Mary appeared to 3 village children  
Banneux and Beauraing in Belgium, in 1933 to poor children.    
6) The Feast of Mary’s Assumption is important in Aotearoa New Zealand because  
This feast celebrates Mary as the patroness and protector of Aotearoa New Zealand 
7)Children recognised that Mary is the patroness and protector of their country 

See Item 6 
8) Children identified the date this feast is celebrated    
August 15 and it is a holy day of obligation when people are expected to attend Mass 
9)An appropriate picture of Mary assuming into heaven includes  
Mary going up towards heaven maybe some clouds and angels 

 



Summary of the Information from the Pre Test to Guide the Teaching of 
the COMMUNION OF SAINTS Strand Year 7 

Teacher’s Name ______________________ Date  ________ 
Key Concept 1 –  The gift of free will and the formation of a Catholic conscience to make life-giving 
choices (Lessons  1-4) 

1) Having free will means 
People are given the responsibility to choose the best way to live their lives.   

2) Conscience is  
The part of a person that is their truest self and it enables them to choose what is 
right or wrong 
Guided by the Holy Spirit to help people make good decisions 

3) Conscience helps them to make judgements or choices 
through using their mind, their reason and their whole spiritual self.    

4) The Golden Rule in the Scripture is 
Do to others as you would have them do to you Luke 6:31 Matthew 7:12 

Key Concept 2 – Choices, Judgement and Life after death (L5) 

The connections between the choices we make on earth and what happens to people when 
we they die are 
The choices people make on earth determine what will happen to them when they die 
Each person is judged at the moment of their death and God will decide if they will be 
with God in heaven for eternity 
People are accountable to God for how they have used the gift of free will  
6) Heaven is being face to face with God. It is a place of unimaginable joy, love and 
happiness and it lasts forever and it is shared with all who have led good lives   
7) Purgatory is for people who have died and are not yet ready to enter heaven. It is a 
place of purification and preparation to enter heaven    
  8) Hell is separation from God forever. It is for people who have never shown love in 
their whole lives.       
Key Concept 3 -The Sanctity of Life (L6-7) 
9) Life is sacred tapu because it is created by God who has a special relationship with 
people whose lives are precious to God              
10) People show respect for their life through  
treating their bodies with respect and  care, respecting their dignity, their culture and 
their feelings, providing for their needs and supporting them in hard times    

   11)People show respect for the life of others by 
Treating them with respect, keeping them safe from harm, encouraging them to grow and 
develop, attending their spiritual, physical, social, emotional and intellectual needs            
12) People contribute to peace and justice in the world by  
making their homes, their school and places of work peaceful, safe, happy places 
working for justice for all so that all have a fair share of the goods of the earth 
praying for peace and justice and living the values that promote it 

 

 



Summary of the Information from the Pre Test to Guide the Teaching of 
the COMMUNION OF SAINTS Strand Year 8 

Teacher’s Name ______________________ Date _______ 
Key Concept 1- The human person - body and soul (Lessons 1-2) 

1) The human person has a body and a soul and is made in God’s image and likeness   
2) People form relationships through the gifts of their bodies, emotions, will, intellect and soul 
3) The spiritual part of a person is their soul which is created by God and is immortal.   
4) The soul is created by God and is given at the moment the baby is conceived by the 
parents.    
Key Concept 2 – The Second Coming and the Fullness of the Kingdom (L3-4) 

5)  Personal Judgement (also known as the Particular Judgement) will be at the moment of 
death. God will judge the life of the person by how well they have lived the values and 
teachings proclaimed by Jesus. This determines whether the person will go to heaven to be 
with God, to purgatory to prepare for heaven or to be separated forever from God in hell 

6) The Last Judgement (also known as the General Judgement) will be when Jesus comes 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead. When this happens injustice will be 
overcome, and the Kingdom of God will be fulfilled. Those who have loved God will share in 
the fullness of Christ’s resurrection and their bodies will be raised up in glory.  

7) The Second Coming will be when Jesus comes again into the world to announce the 
coming of the Kingdom of God. All people living and dead will be present and the General 
Judgement will take place. (See Item 5) 

Key Concept 3 – Catholic burial rites including the tangihanga (L5-6) 

8) The Catholic funeral rite is called a funeral/requiem mass            

9) Catholics believe that when people die their soul leaves their body and begins a new 
transformed bodily life after death. What this life is like no one really knows but the gift 
of hope helps us to believe that they will share in the fullness of God’s love forever in 
heaven with God. 

10) The Easter candle is important in a funeral mass because it is a symbol of the 
resurrection of Jesus which has been promised to all who believe in him.            

11) The final commendation comes at the end of a funeral mass when the Christian 
community honours the person who has died before their body is buried. The body is 
sprinkled with holy water recalling the person’s entrance into eternal life though baptism. 
The body is then incensed and this honours the person who has died as a temple of the 
Holy Spirit. The priest says” Saints of God, come to his/her aid. Come to meet him/her 
angels of the Lord”. The community responds “Receive her soul and present him/her to 
God the most high”.  
Key Concept 4 – Christian hope in times of grief and loss (L7-8) 

10) For the response to this Item please see the Teacher Resource on page 29 of Teacher’s Book 
  



       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


